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Chapter 1: Introduction to the Study 
What is the topic

Define the topic 

What is the relationship between the topic and Criminal Justice

Background of the Study 
History of your topic

How has your topic evolved over time?

What is the current state of your topic? 

Briefly discuss the range of problems and challenges associated with the topic.
Introduction should be a clear statement demonstrating that the focus of the study is on a significant problem that is worthy of study. It is a brief, well-articulated summary of research literature that substantiates the study (by indicating a knowledge gap), with references to more detailed discussions in Chapter 2. 
Problem Statement 
Discuss in this section the ONE problem which is the focus of the study and is the basis of the research question.  
QUANTITATIVE STUDIES: The Problem Statement concisely states what will be studied by describing at least two variables and a conjectured relationship between them. QUALITATIVE STUDIES: The Problem Statement describes the need for increased understanding about the issue to be studied.

Purpose of the Study 
Why are you writing this AND why is it important? 

This section can be combined with the significance section 

The Purpose of the study is described in a logical, explicit manner.

Significance of the Study

The Significance of the Study is described in terms of (a) how this study will fill a gap in the literature, (b) professional application, and (c) positive social change (e.g., improvement of human or social conditions by promoting the worth, dignity, and development of individuals, communities, organizations, institutions, cultures, or societies).
Be certain to address and include the phrase positive social change in this section.

Research Question and Hypotheses

Specific Research Questions, Hypotheses, or Research Objectives (as appropriate for the study) are briefly and clearly described.

Definition of Terms

Operational Definitions of technical terms, jargon, or special words uses are provided. Defined terms should be alphabetized.

Summary and Transition

This section summarizes Chapter 1 and the gives an overview of the next four chapters. Chapter 1 ends with a transition statement that contains a summary of key points of the study and an overview of the content of the remaining chapters in the study.

Sample Summary and Transition

Chapter one serves as the introduction to the research project which includes an overview of the topic, the identification of the problem, the purpose, methodology, and significance of the research to public policy in Tennessee. Chapter two is a review of the literature of existing governmental policies, relevant court cases, information and history on the topic. Chapter three discusses the research design, method, and the researcher's role in collecting and treating the data. Chapter 4 contains the analysis and reporting of the findings from the problem and research design. Chapter five concludes the study. Contained in this chapter is the discussion of implications of social change and recommendations for actions and further research. 

Chapter 2: Literature Review

First Heading

Insert the text of your literature review here. Report the literature in past tense, as in Jones (2003) argued, not Jones (2003) argues. 
There is an introduction section that describes the content of the review, the organization of the review and the strategy or strategies used for searching the literature. 

The review of related research and literature is clearly related to the problem statement as expressed in the research questions and hypotheses or study questions and study objectives. The review of related research and literature includes comparisons and contrasts of different points of view or different research outcomes and the relationship of the study to previous research.

QUANTITATIVE STUDIES: The review contains concise summaries of literatures that help define the most important aspects of the theory that will be examined or tested. There is a literature-based description of the research variables.

QUALITATIVE STUDIES: The review substantiates the rationale or conceptual framework for the study. The review contains potential themes and perceptions to be explored (qualitative studies).

The content of the review is drawn from acceptable peer-reviewed journals or sound academic journals or there is a justification for using other sources. In addition, literature related to the method(s) is reviewed, and literature related to the use of differing methodologies to investigate the outcomes of interest is reviewed.

Finally, the review is an integrated, critical essay on the most relevant and current published knowledge on the topic. The review is organized around major ideas or themes. 
Chapter 3: Research Method

First Heading

Introduction

This chapter describes the methods, design, and procedures used to collect and analyze data for this study. 
Discuss your research method here:
What method will this study use? 

State the design that this study will use and why.
Restate the research question.
Describe what data this study will use and where it could be found.
Describe what will be done to the data for analysis to answer the research question

QUALITATIVE STUDIES: The Introduction describes how the research design derives logically from the problem or issue statement. QUANTITATIVE STUDIES: The Introduction includes a clear outline of the major areas of the chapter.

Research Design and Approach

QUALITATIVE STUDIES: The Research Design and Approach describes which qualitative tradition or paradigm will be used. The choice of paradigm is justified, with explanations why other likely choices would be less effective. 

QUANTITATIVE STUDIES: This section includes a description of the research design and approach, provides justification for using the design and approach, and the content derive logically from the problem or issue statement.

QUALITATIVE AND QUANTITATIVE STUDIES: The role of the researcher in the data collection procedure is described.

Where appropriate, questions and sub questions make sense, are answerable, are few in number, are clearly stated, and are open-ended. When it is proposed that questions will emerge from the study, initial objectives are sufficiently focused.

The context for the study is described and justified. Procedures for gaining access to participants are described. Methods of establishing a researcher-participant working relationship are appropriate.

Measures for ethical protection of participants are adequate.

Setting and Sample 
This is an explanation of where the geographic location (local, state, national or global) of the population studied exist. Also, describe if needed the time period of the study. 
QUALITATIVE STUDIES: The setting and sample should include the following: (a) criteria for selecting participants are specified and are appropriate to the study, (b) there is a justification for the number of participants, which is balanced with depth of inquiry--the fewer the participants the deeper the inquiry per individual, and (c) choices about which data to collect are justified. 

QUANTITATIVE STUDIES: This section should include the following: (a) the population from which the sample will be or was drawn is described, (b) the sampling method including the sampling frame used is described and defended, (c) the sample size is described and defended, (d) the eligibility criteria for study participants is described, (e) the characteristics of the selected sample are described, and (f) if a treatment is used, it is described clearly and in detail. If an exploratory study will be (or was) conducted, its relation to the larger study is explained 
Data Collection and Analysis

QUALITATIVE STUDIES: An articulation of where the data is located and how the data will be collected. A description of how the data will be processed and analyzed. In addition, procedures used for dealing with discrepant cases are described, and if a software program is used in the analysis, it is clearly described. The coding procedure for reducing information into categories and themes is described. Finally, the data collected in qualitative studies are appropriate to answer the questions posed in relation to the qualitative paradigm chosen. In addition, how and when the data were collected and recorded is described. 
QUANTITATIVE STUDIES: An explanation of descriptive and/or inferential analyses used in the study, such as the nature of the scale for each variable, statements of hypotheses related to each research question, description of parametric, nonparametric, or descriptive analytical tools used, and description of data collection processes, and description of any pilot study results, if applicable. Measures taken for protection of participants’ rights are also summarized. 
Instrumentation and Materials 
This section should discuss the use of surveys or other data collection tools and the process of measurement. 
QUANTITATIVE STUDIES: Descriptions of instrumentation or data collection tools used. Specifically, the following are identified: (a) the name of instrument, (b) the type of instrument, (c) the concepts measured by instrument, (d) how scores are calculated and their meaning, (e) the processes for assessment of reliability and validity of the instrument(s), (f) the processes needed to complete instruments by participants, (g) where the raw data are or will be available (appendices, tables, or by request from the researcher), and (h) a detailed description of data that comprise each variable in the study.

Chapter 4: Results 

First Heading

Research Methods students should use the statement for this section: This is where the data will be presented. 
Senior Project students will collect and present your results here. 

This is an example of a table in APA style (see Table 1).

Table 1
A Sample Table Showing Correct Formatting
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QUALITATIVE STUDIES: The findings build logically from the problem and the research design, and are presented in a manner that addresses the research questions. In addition, any discrepant cases and non confirming data are included in the findings, patterns, relationships, and themes described as findings are supported by the data, and all salient data are accounted for in the findings. 
QUANTITATIVE STUDIES: Chapter 4 is structured around the research questions and/or hypotheses addressed in the study, reporting findings related to each.

QUANTITATIVE STUDIES require the following information about the research tools used to be provided: (a) correct use of data collection instruments, (b) measures obtained are reported clearly, following standard procedures, (c) adjustments or revisions to the use of standardized research instruments are justified, and (d) any effects on the interpretation of findings are clearly described 

QUANTITATIVE STUDIES: The data analysis (presentation, interpretation, explanation) is consistent with the research questions or hypotheses and underlying theoretical/conceptual framework of the study, logically and sequentially address all research questions or hypotheses, and where appropriate, outcomes of hypothesis-testing procedures are clearly reported (e.g., findings support or fail to support....), and do not contain any evident statistical errors. The comments on findings address observed consistencies and inconsistencies and discuss possible alternate interpretations. In a concluding section of Chapter 4, outcomes are logically and systematically summarized and interpreted in relation to their importance to the research questions and hypotheses. 

QUANTITATIVE AND QUALITATIVE STUDIES: For all studies, tables and figures are as self-descriptive as possible, informative, and conform to standard dissertation format, are directly related to and referred to within the narrative text included in the chapter have immediately adjacent comments, are properly identified (titled or captioned), and show copyright permission (if not in the public domain).

Evidence of Quality

QUALITATIVE STUDIES: There should be a discussion about how this study followed procedures to assure accuracy of the data (e.g., trustworthiness, member checks, triangulation, etc.). Appropriate evidence occurs in the appendixes (sample transcripts, researcher logs, field notes, etc.). Evidence of quality may also appear in Chapter 5.
Chapter 5: Discussion, Conclusions, and Recommendations
First Heading

Research Methods students will use the statement: This is where the Conclusions and Recommendation will be presented. 
Senior Project students will insert summary, conclusions, and recommendations here. Refer to the rubric for guidance on the content of sections in this chapter.

The chapter begins with a brief overview of why and how the study was done, reviewing the questions or issues being addressed, and a brief summary of the findings. It should cover all the data, bounded by the evidence collected, and relates the findings to a larger body of literature on the topic, including the conceptual/theoretical framework.

Your Summary, Conclusions, and Recommendations should contain the following sections: (a) Interpretation of Findings, (b) Implications for Social Change, (c) Recommendations for Action, and (d) Recommendations for Further Study.

Interpretation of Findings

The Interpretation of Findings includes conclusions that address all of the research questions, and contains references to outcomes in Chapter 4.

Implications for Social Change

Implications for Social Change are clearly grounded in the significance section of the first chapter and outcomes presented in Chapter 4. The implications are expressed in terms of tangible improvements to individuals, communities, organizations, institutions, cultures, or societies.

Recommendations for Action

Recommendations for Action should flow logically from the conclusions and contain steps to useful action, state who needs to pay attention to the results, and indicate how the results might be disseminated.

Recommendations for Further Study

Recommendations for Further Study point to topics that need closer examination and may generate a new round of questions. QUALITATIVE STUDIES: This section includes a reflection on the researcher's experience with the research process. The researcher discusses possible personal biases or preconceived ideas and values, the possible effects of the researcher on the participants or the situation, and her/his changes in thinking as a result of the study. The work closes with a strong concluding statement making the “take-home message” clear to the reader. 

Quality Indicators


The following information applies to your manuscript as a whole and is considered quality indicators regarding writing style and composition.

Writing Style and Composition



The dissertation is written in scholarly language (accurate, balanced, objective, tentative).



The writing is clear, precise, and avoids redundancy. Statements are specific and topical sentences are established for paragraphs. The flow of words is smooth and comprehensible. Bridges are established between ideas.

Organization and Form


The proposal/dissertation is logically and comprehensively organized, using subheadings where appropriate, has a professional, scholarly appearance,  is written with correct grammar, punctuation, and spelling, includes citations for the following: direct quotations, paraphrasing, facts, and references to research studies, and in-text citations are found in the reference list.

References

Insert References here. Examples of some common types of references follow; see APA 6.22 and Chapter 7 for more details. 

These sample entries are tagged with the “APA Reference” style tag, which means the line spacing and hanging indent are automatic. Apply the “APA Reference” style tag to your entries.

Pay special attention to italics, capitalization, and punctuation. The style tag does not govern those aspects of the entry.

Periodical (journal)
Author, A. A., Author, B. B., & Author, C. C. (1994). Title of article. Title of Periodical, xx, xxx-xxx.

Nonperiodical (book)
Author, A. A. (1994). Title of work. City of Publication, ST: Publisher.

Chapter in a book
Author, A. A., & Author, B. B. (1994). Title of chapter. In A. Editor, B. Editor, & C. Editor (Eds.), Title of book (pp. xxx-xxx). City, ST: Publisher.

The Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association, 6th edition, Chapter 7 includes numerous examples of reference list entries. For more information on references or APA style, consult the APA website (http://www.apastyle.org/learn/faqs/index.aspx) 
Appendix A: Title of Appendix

Insert appendix here. Appendices are ordered with letters rather than numbers.

The appendices must adhere to the same margin specifications as the body of the dissertation. Photocopied or previously printed material may have to be shifted on the page or reduced in size to fit within the area bounded by the margins.

If the only thing in an appendix is a table, the table title serves as the title of the appendix; no label is needed for the table itself. If you have text in addition to a table or tables in an appendix, label the table with the letter of the appendix (e.g., Table A1, Table A2, Table B1, and so on). These tables would be listed in the List of Tables at the end of the Table of Contents. 

If you include in an appendix any pre published materials that are not in the public domain, you must also include permission to do so.
